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But more impressive than these balls and gala
performances which, on the whole, are very similar
in every country, were and are the unique receptions
given only on very rare occasions in the galleries of
the Capitol Museum. Even the most blase person is
stricken dumb with amazement on seeing this sight
for the first time. The Sala degli Arazzi (the tapestry
room) is lit in such a way, that the soft light brings
out the most delicate shadows of those exquisite
tapestries.
The light thrown on the priceless statues, shows
up the moulding of the figures and the detail of the
muscles so that one would almost say they are alive.
If these and similar functions were chiefly and
often exclusively for the benefit of " the upper ten
thousand," for the general public there was the
great spectacle of the Roman Carnival. Unfortu-
nately, at the time of which I am writing, it was no
longer the elaborate and magnificent affair which I
several times witnessed when I was quite a little girl.
As children, one of our greatest treats was to be
invited to the Palazzo Doria or Palazzo Odescalchi
to watch the Carnival procession. The procession
consisted of a long line of gaily decorated cars, and
vehicles of various kinds, each of which represented a
particular subject. It was like a glorified Lord
Mayor's Show. In addition to all the carriages and cars,
the procession consisted of thousands of masquer-
aders on foot, and mounted men and women. Many
of the decorated cars were drawn by oxen and
followed by countless people in Arabian and other
costumes. The place of honour in this giant caval-
cade was reserved, of course, for Prince Carnival, his
Princess, and their Court,